Livebearer Tips

Mollies are just about the only species that like warm water. Keep them at around 80oF, or 26oC in new money, and in hard water and you shouldn’t need salt. To prevent mollies shimmying try to feed them more than once a day. They have small stomachs and need them to be full as often as possible.

To grow swordtail males as big as possible, keep them at a temperature no higher than 74oF. The higher the temperature, the quicker the males sex out and as soon as a male swordtail gets his sword, his growth slows immensely or even stops. Grow them in cool water, and even though it will take 6 months before they sex out, you will get much larger males. Trust me this works, I currently have males starting to sex out at nearly 2 inches long of the Rio Atoyac swords. They should be close on 3 inches by the time the sword is fully developed. Don’t forget, when talking about size, you don’t include the tail in the measurements.

Most other livebearers are happy between 68 and 78oF. Some others such as Gambusia are happy even lower than that. I know Derek Lambert recommends giving Goodeids such as Amecas and Xenotocas a winter period where the females are kept at 65oF. They stop producing young at this temperature, but when you imitate spring and raise the temperature again, the broods they produce will be larger and stronger than if they had been allowed to breed continuously.

Finally, where female Poecilids (Guppies, mollies, platies etc) can store sperm from a single mating and produce several broods, Goodeid females need to be mated to the male for every brood. This is actually good as you know exactly when a goodeid brood will be born. This is usually 60-65 days after the mating. Poecilids can be anything between 4 and 6 weeks between broods.

